



















































































networked, participants can add annotations that other participants can view and extend.'® Like the
creators of the DAGS proceedings, the creators of these proceedings learned that conversion to a uniform
format requires significant effort and that authors submit their work in a wide variety of formats.
Because these proceedings were text-only, they could be made available both at and after the conference.

Although many people accessed these proceedings, only 37% of those using the proceedings
indicated that they would pay even a small amount for networked access to electronic proceedings.

These proceedings reinforce the lesson that unless one restricts the form and format authors may use
for their documents, creation of proceedings requires significant conversion and editing effort. These
proceedings also show that virtual participants are interested in collaborative annotation and that an
electronic proceedings can add to a printed proceedings, rather than replacing it.

Electronic Proceedings for Supercomputing ‘93

The proceedings for both the 1992 and 1993 IEEE Conferences on Supercomputing were published by the
IEEE some months after the Supercomputing 1993. In includes both papers and color plate images. The
materials are accessible with the ViewTool retrieval software which was shipped on the CD-ROM and
which works on a variety of platforms, including Unix workstations, Apple Macintosh computers, and
PCs running Windows.

ViewTool provides relatively sophisticated boolean searching capabilities, allows the reader to view
both ASCII and the “page” in the proceedings, and accommodates linear reading. However, neither the
ASCII nor the onscreen page are completely readable; the electronic proceedings presupposes a printed
copy. The electronic proceedings also maintains close ties to the printed proceedings: all references
correspond to the printed proceedings (including column number).

Because of problems with the initial version of these proceedings, the IEEE created a second version.

Key lessons learned from these proceedings include that it is possible to produce an electronic
proceedings for a large conference in a reasonable time frame.

13The editors of these electronic proceedings have limited such footnotes to the attendees at the workshop.
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